T hheCaſle ofthe Lord and Lady Srafford, and their Copy-hold Tenants, of the / * 
Mannors of T hornbury, Oldbury and Falfeild. JA 


=2& Hat there is an A now depending in this Honourable Houſe of Commons, to confirm an Agreement 
_w 


RYE ſigned and ſcaled by the Lord and Lady Srafferd, and by moſt of the Cuſtomary Tenants, and inrolled in 
8 $ Chancery, 


£36 
A AY The reaſon why the Agreement was not annexed to the Ac, and made part of ir, ( that ſoit might have 
=> FF been read in this Honourable Houſe ) was becauſe it conſiſted of an hundred ſheets of Paper, and was ' 


ih: thought ir would have been too much trouble to this Honourable Houſe, to read ſuch a large Bill three 
times over as that would haye been, 


That no Perſons of Full age are bound by the (aid A, except ſuch who have ſigned and ſealed the ſaid Agreement ; and 
all others who have not ſigned and ſealed the ſame Agreement, are left to the old and-antient Cuſtomes of the ſaid Mannors, 
except they give theiraſſents to the ſame within one Year nzxt after the paſſing of the ſaid At. And that no Infants, or 
Perſons out of the Realm, are bound by the ſaid AR, except they aſſent to the ſaid Agreement within one Year next after their 
Full age, or coming into England: Andin the meantime are left unto the old and antient Cuſtomes of the ſaid Mannors, as 
appears by the Proviſoes in the ſaid A&R, So that the (aid A leaves all perſons that ſhall not aſſent to the ſaid Agreement 
within the times aforeſaid, in the ſame plight and condition clat they are now in, 


And as to the matter mentioned in the ſaid A to be omitted out of the ſaid Agreement, and proviced forby the ſaid At, 
{92s incended by all Parties that it ſhould have been inſertec in the ſaid Agreement, and was ſo thought to have been, and the 
cdntrary not perceived untill after the ſaid Agreement was ſigned and ſealed. For redrefling of which omiſſion, it was con- 
cluded between the Agents of the Tenants, ( by the conſent of the Tenants ) anil the Lords Agent, that che ſame thould be 
provided for in the AQ, which is accordingly done : Yet to prevent all Scruples at the providing for this omiſſion in the (aid 
AQ, there 1s a Proviſo in the AQ to this effet; That none ſhall Le bonnd or concluded ly the ſaid A, or have any benefit therely, 
except they ſhall ty writing under their hands an4 ſeals, conſent totie [aid Matters omitted ont of the ſaid Agretment, 


That ſeveral Cuſtomes very prejudicial to the Tenants, ate altered by the (aid Agreement : - as, 


1, The taking away of all Forfeitures from Copy-kolders of Inheritance., * x .. 
ho & - a 
2, Thereducing of the Fines and Hetiots to a certainty, which was before uncettain, and at the will of the Lord, 


—— 


3, The gimnfftbe:ty untoany Copy-holder of Inheritance,” to ſurrender his Lands ( by way of Settlement) to his or 
her own uſe for Life, with Remainder or Remainders tothe Husband, Wife, Chiia, Children, or nexc Heir of the perſon 
lurren.ring, without any Fine for ſuch ſurrender, | | 

4, The taking away this moſt unreaſonable Cuſtom, ( vis, ) That if any Widdow ſeized of the firſt Husbands Land as 
Tenant in Dower, (hall marry another Husband and dye ſuch Husband ſurviving her, that then ſuch ſecond Husband ſhall 
hold ſuch firſt Husbands Lands during his Widdowhood 4 which Cuſtom is ſo miſchievous and prejudicial to the Heir, 
that ſuch ſecond Husband hath kept the Children- and Grandchildren of ſuch firſt Husband during their lives, from their 
Fathers and Grandfathers Eſtates, by reaſon whereof they in their Minorities have been expoſed to have relief of the Pariſh, 


That the Tenants are to be at the Charges of the paſſing of the ſaid AQ, and that it hath already coſt them near three 
hundred pounds in purſuance of the ſaid AR and Agreement, And that there have been Suits of Law ar intervals of time, 
between the now Lord and Lady Stafford, and the Anceſtors of the ſaid Lady, and the Tenants and their Anceſtors, (to the 
oreat prejudice of the Tenants ) from about the tenth year ofthe Reign of the late King Fames, untill this Agreement jvas 
made; and arelikely to break ont again, after the now Lord Yaffords death, if the laid Act do not paſs, notwithſtanding the 
ſaid Agreement z ſecing that the Lord Stafford is ſeized of tie ſaid Mannors only in the Righr of his Lady, who is Tenant 
in Tail of the ſaid Mannors, and ſo the Agreement only oblig;tory to the ſaid Lord during his lite, 


| 


That a-Copy of the aforeſaid Order of the ſaid Committee, hath been publickly read in the Churches and Chappe.s of 
Thornl ury, oldbury, and Falſeild aforeſaid, and art a Court held for the ſaid Mannors of Thornbury, Oldbury, and Falfeild; and a 
Copy of the ſaid Order likewiſe read in the Market of Thorn4ury, and affixed unto a Poſt in the Market-place there, 

RV 

Ye 


